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	Minutes
ACTA Teleconference 
Tuesday February 5th 2008

7pm – 7.30pm ( Eastern Summer Time) to be immediately followed by the AGM



	Agenda item
	Actions arising
	Who

	1.
	Welcome, attendance, apologies, minutes from October teleconference

Attendance:
ACT:
Misty Adoniou, 

NSW:
Robert Jackson, Judith Mee

SA:
Rosie Antenucci, Margaret Cargill, Alison Cheetham, Kate Cadman 

WA:
Aileen Hawkes, Khalin Driver 

QLD: 
Laraine Goldman

NT:
Colleen Combe

Tas:
Wanda Gunawardana

Executive Officer: Sophia Sabatier
Updates: Misty

· 2.3 – Teaching Australia materials were sent on via email earlier today

· Misty suggests that  Item 5 be moved to AGM and covered in TIC report

· New item 5 – to check over constitutional gap/confusion – Sophia
Apologies: Sue Bremner, Paul Bubb and Julie Hebert

Minutes: Robert accepted, seconded Rosie.

	
	

	2.
	Business Arising and President’s report
2.1 ACTA’s welcome letters to new DIAC and DEEWR ministers and parliamentary Secretaries (Misty Adoniou)
· New government  - welcome letters sent to both Ministers and Departments ACTA will be dealing with   – no replies as yet

2.2 Citizenship Bill –Government review and ACTA response (Misty Adoniou)
· First results come out – see attachment – results as predicted

· ACTA should make a statement/media release version was sent out  - a version was sent out – Misty has been advised by people working in press that need to make it thought provoking/get coverage
· Counter productive re reference to twin towers – (Lorraine) as counterproductive – point taken but the reference not a good idea – i.e. raise the fears relating to Muslims
· Khalin – good and strong – supports  - good conclusion
· Aileen - riveting and it will gain attention – can see the point of the reference – we should look at the nature of the test/scrap any test – change reference to ‘this’ test.
· Kate – are we looking at the concept of ‘test’ and ‘all tests’

· Wanda – Tasmania strongly supports the letter

· Misty  - people to look at this  - send in comments by the end of this week


	1. Councilors to have a look at the letter and send comments to Misty by the end of this week before parliament starts.(ASAP)
	Misty to resend

	
	National Association network - meeting with Teaching Australia 
(Rosie Antenucci)

Teaching Australia material – (Misty emailed TA materials prior to meeting)
Misty and Rosie met with TA consultant – rigorous discussion – talked about the Standards (as ACTA’s points of reference with TA) – TA is going ahead with a Teaching Network  - materials were sent around

Result – going ahead with the establishment of a teaching network

Alison - Network idea merged from recent conference  - issue re the major focus/direct interest re school education – excludes others in ESL – Concerns re that the Charter refers to the organisations joining as having a major focus on early childhood, primary or secondary education – concerns that a lot of professional associations have members who are working with private providers, e.g. ELICOS and providing English language off-shore – needs to be acknowledged as other things ACTA does

Aileen has no problem with joining this – as part of things ACTA does

Wanda - Hasn’t seen the Charter – difficulty in signing up a MOU when it has not been seen – one is available for selected review – a final version is to be ratified soon

Some concerns re where this MOU takes us – it is a Julie Bishop initiative – where is this and TA going?  - What they do and how they fit in

Rosie  - was an earlier version of the charter – has been changed considerably – but is not released as yet

Rosie  -- ACTA has been invited because of the work on Standards – ACTA needs to commit to spending some time on the standards in 2008 (To be made an agenda item for this year)

Misty summarised

There is nothing to lose by being involved. 

It is a MOU  - ACTA can withdraw if they feel uncomfortable

If ACTA agrees to sign, the new executive to closely monitor/be mindful of what is happening with the network and make judgements as to whether ACTA remains involved (only need 1 months notice to withdraw)

Nothing to lose  - appears that there is a lot to gain by being involved

A response needed by ACTA by early April.
	2. Rosie to complete her response to the charter

3. Misty to contact Fran to say waiting on the charter before signing
	Misty

	
	Complimentary TESOL International memberships (Misty Adoniou)

7 free memberships for each year 

Needs to new membership

Each association to think of a person  - Send email details to Misty and she’ll send them the application forms
One per state and NT
	4. Councillors to send Misty email details of suitable people and Misty will send them the application forms.
	ACTA Councillors
President

	3.
	2008 National Conference update (Rosie Antenucci)
Registration forms ready - hard copies to be sent to each state next week

Registration re symposium – from US – coming soon – will go to each state for distribution
Presenters from overseas, indigenous theme and other cultural backgrounds, policy, community and working with adults, resources etc – a range of topics
A balanced program – More than 80 abstracts received and accepted those that directly addressed the theme 
Sponsorship  - a couple already  - once the program is developed this will be more actively pursued
Meeting of the leaders of ESL programs in each state/sector – 4 positive replies - a letter will go out with the registration forms.
Hoping for 400 – Australian and international audience – as goal
Some conferences overlap  - ALEA and The University of Sydney, Luingfest 
Rosie asking people with personal contacts  to give notice of our conference out to others – Robert to investigate contacts with Sydney Uni contacts
Councillors workshop – Sat afternoon and Sunday morning – directly after the Conference
Misty booked from  Melbourne to ASP on Tiger airways for very cheap cost
Pre-program on website - Monday next week.

	5.   ACTA to distribute programs and registration forms when they arrive.

6. Robert to investigate Sydney Uni contacts re Luingfest

7. Councillors to push the conference as much as possible.
	ACTA

Vice - President
ACTA

	4.
	2010 National Conference – call for hosts (Misty Adoniou)
WA and Qld – may still be interested
WA – initially thought of a conference in Broome with indigenous focus – would be a repetitive theme. However, WA has discussed with their President – they have a young and inexperienced committee – more appropriate for Qld to go ahead
Laraine to make this an agenda item for their next meeting

Helpful to have a hand over in Alice Springs
NSW not possible in 2010

· Rosie – If ACTA decides early we can then put advanced dates on website

Judith - what about Tas or Vic (a joint hosting?) 

	8 To be discussed by QATESOL
	Laraine

	5.
	TESOL in Context update (Kate Cadman, Margaret Cargill)
· moved to AGM
New item – Sophia  - Constitutional

There have been some amendments in the constitution
Update of membership entitlements
fewer than 50  - 1 Councillor (ACT, TAS, NT)
50 – 200 – 2 Councillors (Qld, SA, WA)
200 – 350  - 3 Councillors (Vic)
350 + - 4 Councillors (NSW)
A good time for Associations try to bring councillor numbers into line  - associations trying to arouse more interest
Qld – only one at the moment and hoping for two councillors each year
Issues re contact details – needs to be updated
Each association to work out contact details for each of their members 
Issue - ACTA has invited Presidents as well to teleconferences and ACTA workshops– but it has been unclear who is the Counsellor and who is the president etc
Residential addresses needed –for the designated councillor – a legal requirement for the Treasurer
In SA  - President to be a Councillor (written in the constitution)
What about TIC - are the editors / councillors?– Kate Cadman what is their role now that they have handed over to a new TIC Committee?
Issue - Exec and Councillor - there are other positions – who is eligible to put themselves forward as a councillor?
The President of each state association can be a councillor – but does not have to be.

Sophie – referring to ACTA Constitution – noted that the TIC public officer as part of the members of the council

Other office bearing positions available – to be filled by councillors
Re Kate – to work through the SA organisation re ACTA councillor positions

Robert – what about  people coming in to the teleconference as observers - An arrangement that the more ears the better  - having the President in on teleconferences as well as AGMs
Should formalise an understanding re Councillors and observers (Robert) –
SA example – President (Alison) sees her position as observer and Kate and Rosie are the SA Councillors 

Councillors voting rights and observers don’t. This needs to be formalised
	9. Sophie to send out her mail out list again for the ACTA Committee
10. Each President for each association to give ACTA contact details

11. Sophia to send this around
	EO

State/Territory

Organisations

	6.
	AOB

NB – Teleconference tapes can be linked on-line as opposed on tape
	12. Sophie to update the teleconference request to have it on-line
	EO

	7.
	AGM (agenda, nominations and proxy forms, and reports attached)
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