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	ACTA Teleconference  

Minutes

Thursday September 18 2008

7pm – 8pm (Eastern Standard Time)


	
	Agenda Items
	Action arising
	Who

	1. 
	Welcome, attendance, apologies, minutes from March teleconference

ACT:
Misty Adoniou, Jennifer Mayer
NSW:
Robert Jackson, Connie Mudge, Judith Mee
SA:
Rosie Antenucci, Alison Cheetham,
WA:
Sophia Sabatier, Charmaine Ryan

QLD: 
Laraine Goldman, Sue Gray
NT
Colleen Combe 
Tas
Wanda Gunawardana
Vic
Michelle De Courcy
TIC:
Katie Dunworth (TIC), Kate Cadman
Apologies: Jenny Miller (to be removed from the list), Khalin Driver, Lona Thwaites (ACT)
	
	

	2. 
	Business Arising and President’s report

Minutes from March Meeting  - Misty moved to accept, Wanda seconded
	
	

	
	2.1 Meeting with National Curriculum Board – September 9th (Misty Adoniou)

· National curriculum advocacy around Aust 
· Misty did have a meeting with the NCB – last week

· Schism – literature vs Literacy – wanted to know that we were a unified and ‘only’ group -  - NCB having trouble with various English associations

· Met with Rose Norton (NCB) – felt assured that ACTA is the place to go to for advice on TESOL across the National Curriculum – assured that ACTA would be given the look at all National Curiculum documents (not just English)  - consultancy?? $$

· Agree that language should be embedded across the 4 curriculum areas – want ACTA to work on the English paper – Peter Freebody has been selected

· Bev Deriwianka is also in this group  - English Curriculum  Framing 
· 17 October – Open forum – NC will take nominations

· Need to get together  - Teleconferecne – What a TeSOl informed Science curriculum – next Thursday – outcomes will be sent out – 

· Plan sounds good
	1. Invites sent out to each association – up to the assoc to decide who they would like to go – Association pays

2. Teleconference next Thursday 25/09/08


	Misty
ACTA Councillors and State reps

	3. 
	Treasurer’s report (Rosie Antenucci)

· $35000 in bank (from copyright and sponsorship)
· Some profit form the conference - $5000.00

· Capitation information needs to be sent to Rosie ASAP – indication re money/budget for 2009

· Rosie wanted to know that in lieu of $400.00 being paid for those who attended the conference there could be a reduction of capitation. Once each state gives their figures the $400.00 can be deducted re conference attendance  - if the stae requires this

· Rosie to send out invoice  - States will be asked what should happen re the $400
	3. Capitation invoices to be sent out to each state.
 
4. States will be asked what should happen re the $400 for conference attendance
	Rosie
State associations

	4. 
	2008 National Conference review (Rosie Antenucci)
· Apologies but no evaluations 

· General comments good – complained re two venues – noted some of the key notes were not as good as hoped – positive response to themes and parallel sessions – to direct issues – number of comments re students in the mainstream in the schooling sector – Rosie to pass on feedback – 
· Complaints re not enough time for presenters 

· Registration  - needs to be easier if it is linked to the symposium

· 245 delegates

· Lorraine and Rosie and Katie – to stay on later to talk re next conference

· Rosie congratulated the conference organisers  - set up ACTA as a tradition

· Handbook needed to be in colour

Lorraine

· Not much progress at the moment

· Qld organizing a mini-conference for the 4 October

· Confirmed that Gold Coats to be the venue  - but have not located the actual place yet
· Looking to find a central location so that people can choose to stay in the venue or other options – want lots of choices
· Need a committee to be formed with some academics for up to date connections  

WATESOL – 

· Sophia  at a recent meeting the ACTA conference was reviewed
· The Qatesol powerpoint was presented  re the Gold Coast conference venie
Rosie – thanked all the committee members for their hard work- Alison , Kate Emma and Andrea
	5. State organizations  to advertise the next ACTA conference as much as possible
	State associations

	5. 
	ESL Managers’ meeting (Rosie Antenucci and Sophia Sabatier)
· Managers met from the 3 sectors (State, Catholic and Independent)

· Intention to talk about the role that ACTA could play

· Key issues were identified from the discussion that ACTA could act on 

· ACTA wrote letters re ESL special purpose  funding 
	
	

	
	5.1 Special Purpose Payment letters

· Was sent off to the federal government – 

· Been sent off to state ministers and treasurers

· Replies have been received (Sophia – from Prime Minister)
· By December payments to each state will be signed off – There is a short time to respond
· Lorraine  - has ACTA letter head – attach the state logo
· Jennifer – leave the ACTA logo and add the state logo  - gained an impressive response 
· Michelle – sent out for Vic
· Wanda – letter to go out tomorrow
· Rosie – SA letter letter to be sent out
New directions – 
· all existing projects have evidence based positive evaluations – how do we get more literate around evaluation
· Robert – need a managers list  - all managers were emailed copies of the letters – and they can be updated 
· Need a central mailing list – to keep the group on track - 
· Request that councilors get summary notes about what was discussed at the Managers Meeting

Note

· Councillors may have a conflict of interest in relation to certain issues – working within departments and as part of a Professional association

· There is a need to be cautious

· Suggested that  a select group or sub-committee is established within ACTA
	6. Letters to b sent to relevant Ministers
7. Mailing list to managers  - to be given a regular update about the work of ACTA

8. Request that councilors get summary notes about what was discussed at the Managers Meeting


	State Associations

Sophia?

Sophia/Misty

	
	5.2 Defining the profession (Rosie)
· The ESL managers wanted a summary to define the importance of the ESL teacher – 
· Issue re the push for  training around language education without making the ESL teacher disappear

· A summary re distinctivenss of the ESL teacher – Rosie asked councillors to look at this and give input – needs to be succinct  - not a huge document

· How can we lobby for a profile for ESL teachers?
	9. Councillors –give to work with their associations to look at the doc  - within the next 2 months for the next conference  - email feedback 
	Misty

	6. 
	Early Childhood on the COAG agenda, an ACTA response (Rosie)

· Draft response – needs to include
· Specific of home language

· Explicit language
· Equitable access

· Links with parents

· Considering an A to E rating to pre-schools  - …

· Letter to be finalized today by Rosie will be posted as response by Monday

Michelle –
· concerned that it is implicit  that ESL teachers need to be in early childhood settings – We also need a view on Teacher education

· Need to respond to this  - very little voice re ESL students – and parents – ACTA must be involved – very important – will be coming around – timeline until  Sunday - Mceetya
	10. EC response to be posted


	Rosie

	7. 
	Teaching Australia – advanced teacher and principal standards (Rosie)
· Input given during the workshop
· TA received this – not heard anything to date

· ACTA statements re teacher capabilities and leadership

· Invitations to forums – but TA is not paying people to go – one is in Adelaide (Rosie) and Canberra (Misty)  - think that funding is getting tight

Othe papers

· Review of 457 visa – discussion paper is up

· Rosie Links to the National Goals – draft is out for commentary – low on cultural understandings – Go to the Mcyeetya website


	11. Links to the National Goals – draft is out for commentary – low on cultural understandings See MCEETYA website
	ACTA Councillors

	8. 
	TESOL in Context Has been distributed
	
	

	
	8.1 Editors reports – including call for reviewers for Conference proceedings
· Many thanks to Sophia  - will be replaced by Samantha 

· Toni and Katie have taken over for the second edition

Samantha Hornby
· List re reviewers for TIC

· Reviewers for Conference proceedings (maybe a special need)

· Send a request to go out through the state organizations – with an outline

· Katie to liaise with Kate

· TIC ranked as ‘C’ – very disappointing – ACTA sent out a response  - through the universities

· Hoping it will be reclassified – not sure when the decision is to be made

· ‘C’– does not have an international editorial board – TIC – Andy Kirkpatrick and ? have agreed to be on the board –
· Number of back issues – very large (but this may be inaccurate) – 
· Question was asked  - Are we producing too many TIC as the numbers been given to produce aren’t always accurate .
· Gold coin donations for people who request or we give new members – or send out to universities and consider putting articles on university reading bricks – Policy to be maintained – Subscriptions from uni libraries – getting onto databases
· The Format of TIC was discussed– It was thought that the A4 size was not optimum and that perhaps it could be changed to the  B5 size

· TIC– needs to reflect ACTA’s look on the new website – 
· currently getting quotes

· VIC commented that the A4 is convenient for postage and that the  B5 will be thicker and heavier and therefore cost more –

· TIC mailout needs to align with state newsletter mailouts  as it has been out of kilter (Needs to be out 9/12 and in June to catch teachers)

· Currently looking at costings – etc – Information will be sent to Misty

· Many Tales out of School are left over  - want to get them shifted  - an incentive to become a member  - let Rosie know if your state organization wants more.

	12. Request for TIC reviewers to go out through the state organizations – with an outline of the roles and responsibilities

13. States to order more TOFS from Rosie
	

	9. 
	Website update (Sophia Sabatier)
· Site is tidied up – home page cleared up 
· Currently have PDF for TIC

· Some more advertising is needed –

· Main focus on Conference pages

· Main issue is podcasting on key note speakers – restricted access site – How should this be managed?
· Looking great

· Need more Photos

· Samantha Hornby to have access to make changes to TIC - Sophia to arrange this


	14. Contact Sophia – with ideas/opinions re interests in the web site

15. Samantha Hornby to have access to make changes to TIC - Sophia to arrange this


	

	10. 
	Final teleconference for 2008 November 20th and pre-notice of January AGM
· AGM via teleconference
· Exec jobs  - Misty will be stepping down form the President role

· Judith’s last teleconference – vote of thanks given to Judith – for all her efforts 
	
	

	11. 
	AOB
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