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	ACTA Teleconference Minutes
Thursday November 20th 2008

7pm – 8pm (Eastern Summer Time)


	
	Agenda Items
	Action arising
	Who

	1. 
	Welcome, attendance, apologies, minutes from September Teleconference

ACT:
Misty Adoniou, Iona Thwaites
NSW:
Robert Jackson, Kathy Rushton
SA:
Rosie Antenucci, Kate Cadman
WA:
Charmaine Ryan

QLD: 

NT
Fran Murray 
Tas
Wanda Gunawardana, Bill McCann
Vic
Michelle De Courcy, Debra Ives
TIC:
Katie Dunworth (Editor, WA)

Exec:  Sophia Sabatier 
Apologies: 

Colleen Combe, Khalin Driver,  Greg Lowe, Connie Mudge, Alison Cheetham, Sue Creagh
Late Apology: Laraine Goldman
Minutes from 18/09/08

Clarification: Sophia  - done re attendance

Moved – Robert Jackson  and Seconded by Michele de Courcy

	
	

	2. 
	Business Arising and President’s report

2.1 IInvitation to Ministers of Education Forum – December 5th (Misty Adoniou)

· Misty has been invited

· All Ministers will be there including Julia Gillard


	
	

	
	2.2 ACTA Media release – Bilingual Education (Misty Adoniou/Fran Murray)

ACTA release was put out on behalf of ATESOL NT and Fran summarized:
· ABC Announcement by NT Ed Minister on 7.30 Report Oct 14 – re there were to be 4 hours of English per day in all remote schools

· Radio announcement the next day that this was targeting the 9 bilingual schools

· Communities are very upset as there was no indication that this was coming

· There are many implications with this announcement – re the roles of the Indigenous staff (qualified teachers and Assistant teachers) in the schools and what they will be doing – and  -most importantly  -  that the best/most effective way to achieve English outcomes is through bilingual education. However, this message does not seem to get through to politicians or policy makers.

· Fran asked - What would people like to know about and what could we collectively do?


	
	

	
	General Response:
· Surprised with the sudden announcement which was not put out for comment –has political ramifications. 

· The local minister’s (Marion Scrymgour) statement has been supported by Julia Gillard as well as the Chief Minister in the NT (Paul Henderson) – with articles in various local and national papers

· Not sure if this decision was federally driven or federally supported at this time

· Sophia was invited to a consultation meeting arising out of the COAG decision for the IEPs for Aboriginal Education etc. Sophia was talking to a person employed by federal government and explained that  that bilingual education was the best way to get outcomes etc – but the federal person thought that the NT was a very different situation – view was anti- bilingual.

	
	

	
	NT data:
· There has been a large amount of ‘scape-goating’ occurring because the NT NAPLAN outcomes were very low (published in papers last week )

· 50% of students fail in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9. the remote Indigenous cohort is being blamed for this. However,
· Remote Indigenous students only make up 1/3 of the whole cohort and 
· Bilingual school students  represent 16% of this 1/3 indigenous students, and

· only 8% of the total cohort. This fact is being glossed over...
	
	

	
	· NT is waiting for the ‘damaging data’ to come out re poor performance in bilingual schools. A concern was raised that if this data is released – it will be ‘constructed’ data

· Michelle referred to her article written in The International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism - written when the last cuts to bilingual schools were made in the NT (1999). It was promised that there would be no further cuts to Bilingual education until a proper evaluation had been made. 

· Data/research was done in 2003/2004 – and is available embedded in the NT DET website – This review stated that Bilingual education should be re-resourced and maintained. 
· The then NT Education Minister (Syd Stirling) announced in parliament that bilingual education would be re-invigorated as a result of this research. 
· The data from this research compared like ‘English medium’ schools ‘with ‘like’ bilingual schools – and discovered that the bilingual schools were performing in English at Years 5 and 7 at higher levels than the English only schools. This was not the case in Year 3 because learners in bilingual schools are not literate in L2 in year 3 (only literate in L1) – 
	1. ATESOL NT to send the web link to ACTA
	

	
	· Comment that this data was consistent with results of good bilingual programs everywhere and concerns that Minister Gillard has latched onto the North American view of bilingual education and is using the USA discourse

· The NT decision has been done ‘strategically’ – ie they are not mentioning ‘bilingual but using ‘english only’  - many Indigenous people did not realize what was happening

· Minister Scrymgour says that she is fully supportive of Indigenous languages – for the last hour of the day

· Question was asked if this program cut was related to a transfer of funds towards Accelerated Literacy. However, in the NT, AL is Australian government funded while bilingual programs are core-funded through NT resources. Ten years ago it was an economic decision – but not sure if this is the case now.
	
	

	
	The main points of concern for the NT are that:
· this decision shifts the power dynamic away from community development to communities being dependent on wider Australian society through having English-only programs where the local staff doesn’t get to teach or assist teaching because it shifts the whole power dimension within team teaching.

· we know that the kids learning will decline


	
	

	
	Directions (Misty)
What ACTA has done?
· Media release which was sent onto all councilors and ATESOL Presidents – 

· Feedback has been received form various languages people

· The release was not taken up by newspapers – but is on web sites

· Responded to article in The Australian and spoken to journalist Natasha Robinson 

· Natasha R – is sympathetic and wants background information and readings to gains some understanding of how bilingual education is supportive of first language acquisition and learning

· Natasha was sent the ACTA and ATESOL NT letter as well as Jim Cummins recent article. Natasha is keen  - see what will happen  - 

· Natasha was told by Marion Scrymgour that the reason Bilingual is being discontinued is because of the National Curriculum is coming in – but there is nothing in the NC that states this – or mentions hours of teaching in English etc

· Tom Calma – spoke about the intervention and bilingual education – he was very good on this issue  - speech has been sent out

· ACTA is gathering/linking to  all media on the website 


	2. ACTA is gathering/linking to  all media on the website

	Sophia  (EO)

	
	Action ideas: 

1. ACTA to send out a letter to Federal politicians to help them understand the situation – after Julia Gillard’s support for the 4hours of English decision

· Particularly targeting the ’average’ monolingual Australian who does not understand the ‘bilingual’ program – and basing their knowledge on their ideas of English and learning a foreign language at school.
· Explaining that these learners are learning in English and that it is not a challenge to learn two languages
· Write at ‘lay’ persons level

2. Fran sent attachments and web links to ACTA
· Fatsil petition – to sign in favour of Indigenous languages
· FOBL and crikey.com – containing most of the press releases and article links

3. Sophia suggested that ACTA prepare a package to go to the NCB with an easy to understand article, PPT, 2003/4 study and statement by the NT Ed Minister (re link to the NC) and then ask the NCB to respond. 

· Misty has established close relationship with the NCB and alerted Rose Norton as to what the NT Ed Minister was saying. 

· Barry McGraw from NCB has stated at many forums that there are no mandated hours with the NC

· The new English curriculum also has a new dot point about using L1 as a resource and another about ESL/EAL learners
4. Should ACTA align our position with someone/a body from an Indigenous group or should ACTA’s position be independent? 

· This will depend on the weight of ACTA nationally to be seen as the peak body for Associations of teachers of English as a Sec language - should make us a powerful conduit for talking about bilingual learning and this is the line that Misty has been using with the journalists – as we are the people whose job is to teach English and we want bilingual education. This is a strong message
5. ACTA should access TESOL international to write a letter outlining international research and position as was done 10 years ago

6. Access international expertise – Jims Cummins, Stephen May (LED Conference organizer), Ophelia Garcia (7 the multi-languaging process)etc
Question asked re numbers of students below minimum standards in the NT :

· around 50% below the minimum standard

· 30+% of students are remote Indigenous

· 46% of NT’s student cohort are Indigenous

· And only 16% of the very remote cohort (30%)  are educated bilingually an there results are better than the others
Question asked how many of the students in the Bilingual schools are below minimum standards 
· This is the data that is not clearly available in the system. 
· However, the PPT (web link) sent through shows this cohort compared with like schools from 2002 – 2004 following the same students from Years 3 – 5 and years 5 – 7. but this data is under lock and key. Two ways to get this data 

· Individual communities can ask for this data  and then compare themselves to like schools 
· ACTA to push a Federal or local Minister to ask for this data to be officially released. Is has to be official as it is all confidential
Fran commented on further research project being carried out in the NT – The ELA – Evaluation of Literacy Approaches which 

· looks at 4 different English literacy approaches over a four year period. 

· The research is in its third year  - 

· and all have been externally tested through ACER

· cohort of learners followed from Years 1 to 4 through to Years 3 to 6

· The data from this interesting but this data is not available – although it shows that Bilingual learners are outperforming  the non-bilingual learners

Question as to which NT local academics is speaking out about the latest decision

· John Greatorex – centre for Yolgnu Studies at CDU – and Kathy McMahon
· Some others  - Brian Devlin is someone who could say something

· Concerns raised that local academics need to be writing as outside letters are not ‘responded to’ by local politicians as they are not constituents

7. Find a local academic and ACTA can piggy back on this. This is not a problem but NT has a few local academics. Misty has talked to Sarah Dingle (ABC radio journalist) but local people needed - John Greatorex and Kathy McMahon (PHD student on learning Maths bilingually  – but Fran will also contact Brian Devlin
What ACTA can do

· ACTA to put together a letter for all Federal politicians– outlining the situation in simple to understand language and the consequences of this move

· ACTA to write to both the Minister for Education and Marion Scrymgour asking for the data which disaggregates the NAPLAN results for bilingual schools and to compare like schools to like schools. Contacts can suggest which schools are ‘like’

· Get TESOL International to write ACTA a letter of support

· Misty to contact Stephen May, Jo Lo Bianco and Jim Cummins to sign up to a letter of support

· ACTA to talk formally to the National Curriculum Board

· Contact Lateline, Stateline, Lingua Franca, 4 Corners as well as the commercial channels to see if they will do a forum/segment on bilingual education, and commercial channels with an indigenous person or someone who has achieved success through a bilingual program.

· Campaign needs a high profile Indigenous person – someone who has been through a bilingual program – Issue – there are a number of indigenous people but they may not be in a position to be able to speak out about the NT Government as they are employed in NT Government schools – Fran alerted councilors to letters written by Tarna Andrews  - Indigenous Principal from Areyonga (Desert school) – Go to crikey.dot.com, and to the 2003 National Literacy Award won by a Catholic Bilingual school.

· Misty advised that councilors pass on all information to their state/territory members - to disseminate as much information as possible – and to raise potential contacts. Councilors also informed on a booked recently published by G. Wigglesworth and J. Simpson (2008), Children’s Language and Multilingualism, London/New York, Continuum International press – a very good resource with a range of material.

Misty’s final comment – :The role of ACTA is to take up issues (like the bilingual issue) nationally that people cannot do at the state and territory level  - things that really need to be heard at a national level 
	3. ACTA to send out a letter to Federal politicians

4. ACTA to send a package and send to NCB
5. ACTA to send out letters to international organizations and collect data

6. ATESOL NT to contact Brian Devlin – re Sarah Dingle and ABC

	Misty
Misty

Fran



	
	2.3 Special Purpose Payment letters to Ministers – update (Misty Adoniou)

· Letter of advocacy developed at the Councilors workshop and recent conference – constructed by Rosie and sent out to all states and territories to be given to local ministers and treasurers
· Quite a few have replied back to this letter. It is a federal fait accompli – it is now up to the states to make sure that the money goes to ESL and not just to literacy

· Each state association needs to keep a close eye on what their state is doing re this SPP
	
	

	3 
	Treasurer’s report (Rosie Antenucci)

· $28000 but there is an outstanding reconciliation with the conference
· ACT, QLD, Vic, SA, Tas have paid capitation – waiting on NT, NSW and WA

· Auditor is ready to go at the beginning of Dec
· $400 invoices re  conference paid to ACT, NSW, Vic and SA
	7. NT, NSW and WA to pay capitation

	NT, NSW and WA

	4 
	Website update (Sophia Sabatier)
· Being updated and helped by Rosie
· Developing a common architecture for all conferences

· Top priority is to get onto Bilingual advocacy

· Working with Kate Cadman re TIC  articles on the site

· S. Hornby from TESOL In Context has been given full access to the site so that she can run the publications page as she is currently working in an office with two editors from TIC

· Sophia asked whether there has been increased membership - as a result of the website. Is it assisting in recruiting members?

· Current activity  - getting articles from the conference up (refereed  with open access and unrefereed to be placed on a secured site)

· Sophia to talk with Laraine re the ACTA Conference in QLD, 2010

	8. State and Territory Associations to notify Sophia of any changes to their Executive (after AGMs) so that these are posted on the web and Sophia knows who to forward the ‘Join Now” – new memberships 
	All State and Territory Associations

	5 
	2010 National Conference update (Laraine Goldman)
· Laraine – sent an email re conference report – missed the teleconference – sent in late apologies
· Rosie asked about the draft guidelines – was out for comment – can be now circulated by Sophia 

· Misty reported that there is a dynamic and excited committee in QLD but also nervous re hosting an international conference - looking forward to support form SA’s experience.
	9. Kate will talk to Laraine re conference papers 

10. Misty to take Conference outline to Denver
	Kate
Misty



	6 
	Teaching Australia – advanced teacher and principal standards update (Rosie)

· Consultation – listened to Us Speaker  re the benefits/development of standards
· No discussion re ESL/ addressing language and literacy of their learning areas

· TA did not want to bring attention to this

· Misty – repeated/pushed the same story at the meeting the following week  - re standards for advanced teachers to understand and take responsibility for addressing language and literacy of their learning areas as well as cultural diversity

· The professional Teaching Standards will happen – ACTA is on the committees and feeding in as much as possible

· ACTA has offered to work alongside each of the disciplines – but not taken up.
	
	

	7 
	National Curriculum update (Misty/Rosie/)

· A lot more input into the NC
· Two dot points added as key foundational principles in the new national English Curriculum document – being released today

· Recognizing first language as a resource

· Recognizing the large population of ESL speakers

· ACTA’s input/involvement is very important in this

· Rosie suggested that we have a teleconference about this – Misty – to send out the latest papers and  -and will propose courses of action  - email feedback and/or teleconference
	11. Misty – to send out the latest papers 
12. ACTA as an association needs to put together our responses to the document and the other 3  papers by 5 February 2009
	Misty
All Associations

	8 
	TESOL in Context 
8.1 Editors report (Katie)
· written report sent out -
· next issue by 9 December – will not make that deadline but will by then end of the year

· requested that TIC receives the deadlines for the mail outs by each association which will then inform TIC re release

· no standard dates but dates like to co-ordinate the mail out with state newsletters 

· Robert suggested that TIC give the states a months warning before publication– so that states can get themselves organised.
· TIC new design – aligns with new look website – size and layout of TIC edition  - still getting costs

· PO measures thickness and weight – need to be determined b

· New International editorial committee – Bev Deriwianka, Andy Kirkpatrick, Jo Lo Bianco, Paul Nation, Bonnie Norton, Rhonda Oliver, Kieran O’Loughlin and Linda Yates

· International editorial board needed to raise the TIC ranking 
· Reviewers – there is now a ‘sufficient’ number – 16 papers to review (32 reviewers) – Kate explained this process as to what a reviewer does – requires sensitivity – Katie to send reviewers list to Kate 

· Katie – has updated the reviewers data base and how many papers willing to receive each year

· Advertising rates have been increased ($115 to $150)

· Data base list on sponsors from conference – could be approached by TIC

· Schools also going onto online databases


	13. TIC give the states a months warning before publication– so that states can get themselves organised.
14. Email TIC re any comments
	TIC

	9 
	Date for January AGM – and call for nominations to Executive positions
· Teleconference not face-to-face for AGM
· Nominations for exec positions – President stepping down

· Robert nominated Rosie for President positions

· Rosie suggested Teleconference – for the AGM and at a later  date an executive  workshop for the work plan
· Misty to decide on teleconference date–for AGM  - and send out

Kate Cadman sincerely congratulated Misty for being the link between ACTA and the Federal/National government – your role has been crucial in the advocacy for ACTA – not sure how Misty will be replaced.

	15. Misty to decide on teleconference date–for AGM  
	Misty

	10 
	AOB

· A gift was presented to Judith Mee who recently retired – She served on the ACTA Executive for many years – She has thanked everybody for their kind thoughts. (NB – she is still working on the ACTA Constitution)
· Input needed for the next stage of the Early Years Development Framework –Rosie to send out
	16. Input needed for the next stage of the early years framework –Rosie to send out
	Rosie
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