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	ACTA General Teleconference Minutes
Thursday March 12th 2009
7pm – 8.18 pm (Eastern Summer Time)


	
	Agenda Items
	Action arising
	Who

	1. 
	Welcome, attendance, apologies, minutes from January Teleconference

ACT:
Misty Adoniou
NSW:
Robert Jackson, Ahmar Mahboob

SA:
Rosie Antenucci, Kate Cadman 
WA:
Adriano Truscott
Qld: 
Sue Creagh, Laraine Goldman
NT:
Fran Murray 
Tas:
Dorothy Lincoln
Vic:
Debra Ives
TIC:
Jenny Miller (Vic)

Exec:  Sophia Sabatier 
Apologies: 

Colleen Combe (NT), Bill McCann (Tas), Jennifer Mayer (ACT)  Kathy Rushton (NSW), Jenny Vanderaa (Tas) Jennifer Mayers ACT
Minutes from 29/01/09
A hiccup in procedures around the new committee meant that these had not been sent out to the council. Debra and Sophia apologised and they will be immediately sent out for approval by email.

	Send around by email for approval
	Sophia

	2. 
	Business Arising 
2.1 NT bilingual programs update (Fran Murray, NT)

· Marion Scrymgour replaced as Education Minister by Chief Minister of NT.
· Although the decision was put on hold for 12 months, some schools have been told to implement the 4 hours of English per day from the start of this school year.

· There are also anecdotal reports that first language materials are being removed from some schools and sent to archives. While they are not being destroyed, these materials are of cultural, historical and spiritual value to people in those communities and they should be able to access them. 
· It would be helpful for ACTA to resend the same messages it gave last year. They need to go to the Chief Minister of the NT (he is also Education Minister). It is important to frame this by emphasising that if we want strong English outcomes, it is necessary to consider the active role of students’ first language in developing their skills in English. We have to somehow get across the argument that schooling in first language is worth resourcing.
· Fran – signatories are being collected for a petition to the federal government and that can be accessed  through the Friends of Bilingual Learning website http://groups.google.com/group/foblmail
· Misty will be raising issues around the NT bilingual programs in Denver at the end of the month. She will be speaking on a panel about Indigenous and heritage languages and will make a “call to arms” to the audience, asking them to sign an international letter of protest. She will also target key people like Jim Cummins and ask them to add their support. The letter will then be sent to the federal and NT governments.
· Ahmar – TESOL will almost certainly develop a position statement around this if approached. 

· Discussion around value of inviting an international bilingual expert like Ophelia Garcia to write an article about the importance of L1 for L2 learning for TESOL in Context or perhaps even considering a special edition on bilingual education. The aim would be to raise the profile of this struggle nationally and internationally.
· There is also the possibility of drawing on the papers presented by Stephen May and Joe Lo Bianco in the TESOL symposium on community languages in Alice Springs (2008). We have permission to reproduce these in TiC.

· Papers might also be able to be sourced from the World Indigenous Peoples Conference: Education held in Melbourne in December 2008.  

· Jenny Miller – we need to be wary - the challenge is that arguments developed around bilingual education in other countries do not simply transfer over into the Australian context. It is possibly not politically astute to even consider using experts in the education of Spanish L1 children in the U.S. for instance.  

· Fran - there is really robust international longitudinal research though and we can see the findings reflected in our students’ data here. It might also highlight the need to compare all data sets because the NT government has not attended to the fact that the 17% of Indigenous students educated bilingually have outperformed the 73% of Indigenous students who were educated in English-only. They didn’t look at those comparisons.  

· Determined that ACTA can assist by writing 2 letters - some discussion about possible signatories. Rosie and Fran will continue this discussion by email.
Letter 1: Request that first language resources are left intact in local communities. These materials are of cultural, historical and spiritual value to people in those communities.

Letter 2:  A clear statement arguing that children can learn two languages and that English is strengthened rather than compromised through bilingualism. 

2.2 National Education Forum (NEF) Feb 7, 2009 (Rosie & Debra)  
· Rosie has previously sent out an email summary of the day. 

· A very positive day – each of the peak professional organisations gave a run-down of their current concerns and English, History, Maths and Science reps indicated where they were at in their responses to the national curriculum documents. 
· We did not have to raise issues around responsibility for attention to the literacy demands of the respective subject areas as it had already been considered in the responses.

· An interesting aside is that the Geography Teachers Association has already spent $80,000 on their response although an initial paper has not yet been released. They have consulted nationally and internationally in the hope of presenting the NCB with a workable first draft of the geography curriculum.  

 2.3 National Curriculum 
· 3 forums and the literacy continuum workshop - Debra represented ACTA at all of these except the forum on Stages of Schooling which Michele de Courcy (Vic) attended. Michele has previously emailed a summary of this day to the ACTA Council. 
2.3.1 Equity and diversity forum (Debra) 
· This was not as expected. In both the large group and the smaller workshop groups, language and ESL or EAL/D students were not of interest. I had fully expected us to be heard in this forum but had to really work hard to get agreement from my workshop group that we recommend the inclusion of a statement noting the critical importance of acknowledging that: i) Standard Australian English is the official language of instruction in most Australian schools; and ii) mastery of SAE is essential if students are to access the curriculum. This was all that I could achieve. Following the forum, I had a chat with Rob Randall (General Manager of the NCB). In summary, he believed that ESL students were not on the NCB’s brief as bridging curricula are the responsibility of the states and territories. He had no idea that these kids are in mainstream classrooms because academic language acquisition takes between 5 and 10 years. 
2.3.2  21st century learning forum (Debra)  

· Outward looking rather than inward looking – no meaningful reference to the ethnic and linguistic diversity in our classrooms

· A strong Asia-literacy focus, the argument being that: i) Asia is our near neighbour; and ii) you can’t afford to ignore 2/3 of the world’s population. 
· Kathe Kirby from the Asia Centre at the University of Melbourne is a very strong advocate for Asia-literacy arguing that it has been written into the Melbourne Declaration and is necessary if we are to develop a curriculum that delivers for the nation. This is however potentially at odds with the NCB statements around a curriculum that is designed to support the entitlements of each student. 
· Talk of the need for a non-linear curriculum but no possible models were discussed

· Need for far greater integration of subjects

· Lots of discussion around capabilities and dispositions – what did students need to carry them into the future?

· Great importance placed on the development of the imagination and creativity in students
2.3.3  Literacy continuum workshop (Debra) 

· Notes to be circulated among members by email as it really was the floating of ideas and possibilities. There is however strong support for exploring models that utilise field, tenor, mode as the organisers. 

2.3.4  UNSW National Symposium on Assessing English as an Additional Language /Dialect in the Australian Context  
Schools group  (Misty) 

· The schools group broke into 3 sub-groups on Day 2 and my group worked on the development of 4 simple statements about ESL for inclusion in ACTA’s Feb 28 response to the National Curriculum documents. These statements were around:
· Who ESL learners are 

· The responsibility of all teachers to teach them

· The cultural and linguistic resources they bring to the classroom

· What language looks like in classrooms emphasising that language works differently in every subject area 

March 9 meeting with Rob Randall in Sydney  (Misty) 

· Also attended by Chris Davison, Helen Moore and Michael Michell 

· Initially convened to summarise the outcomes of the school level discussions at the UNSW symposium 

· Outcomes of this very cordial meeting:

1. Agreed to upfront statements in curriculum documents about the diverse learners in Australian schools – took some persuasion but was sold by a desire to improve student outcomes and address the needs of kids in the tail. 

2. Eventually agreed to inclusion of the statement that all mainstream teachers must know who the ESL students in their classroom are because they spend most of their school hours in front of mainstream teachers. This took some persuasion and Rob asked to see ACTA’s responses to the shaping papers and what we would like to see in them (? Misty, do you mean the curriculum framing papers – the shaping paper is separate again) This/these has/have been sent. Rob also made the comment that these can be viewed as motherhood statements that might not be acted on. We argued that might be so but they must be there in the first place because the absence of a statement sends the message that it doesn’t matter. 
3. Rob agreed that a language advisory person should be working with all the curriculum writers and there will be a statement up front that teaching content language is the responsibility of content teachers. His concern was these can’t be big documents and they must essentially be about content. I had a mock-up of a hyperlinked science page and showed him how it could work if attention to the language demands was built into the curriculum architecture.  I showed him links from a page on cause and effect in Stage 1 of science. I linked this to a page with examples of linguistic features commonly associated with cause and effect at this level i.e. linking words, passive voice, conditional sentences. If teachers didn’t know what they were, they could click again and be taken to explanations. He loved it and could see that it will work.    
4. Chris, Helen and Michael noted that all states and territories have ESL documents that they have heavily invested in and essentially they have much in common. It is therefore possible to put together a national document that curriculum writers could refer to so that they can cater for students who enter a vertical curriculum, horizontally. Rob was very impressed and indicated that if you can do it, we’ll give you the money. 
2.3.5 Submission of responses to NCB framing papers (Rosie)
· Our four responses went in on Feb 28. Thanks to Misty, Fran, Adriano, Michael Michell, Debra and Helen Moore.

· Debra would also like to highlight Rosie’s phenomenal role in pulling these together. Misty, Rosie and Debra were hard at work on this Saturday and the English and Maths responses really did go right to the wire.
· These are now on the website. Just need to check that English is the final version.
· Melbourne NCB forum March 18: Rosie has been invited to discuss the feedback to the English paper.

2.4 Penny McKay Award

Misty:
· ACTA and ALAA are co-sponsors of this award for promising doctoral students

· Penny has made a major contribution to ESL and language education and is well known by many  
· Financial sponsorship is now sought

Rosie:
· Helen Moore invited us to email Penny and Rosie has done so on behalf of ACTA. 
· Rosie congratulated her on the establishment of an award in her honour and Penny sent a short reply. This will be posted onto ACTA’s website along with the details of the award and ways in which contributions can be made.   

2.5 TESOL International Conference – Denver (Misty)  
· As noted earlier, Misty will be attending and she will be on the panel discussing issues around Indigenous and heritage languages.  
2.5.1 TESOL International memberships (Misty)
· There are 7 complimentary TESOL International memberships available to ACTA members. To date, only 3 expressions of interest have been received. The completed forms must be mailed to Misty before March 24 as she then leaves for Denver and needs to submit them there. 

	Misty to solicit a letter of support for retention of indigenous bilingual programs at TESOL conference in Denver.

ACTA to write 2 letters to go to NT and Australian governments – see text alongside for details. 

Send literacy continuum workshop notes out by email to ACTA council

Check that the English response on the ACTA website is the final version

Upload Penny McKay Award info onto website and add Penny’s response to Rosie’s email


	Misty

Fran & Rosie
Debra

Rosie & Sophia 

Sophia



	3. 
	3.1 Financial Report (Rosie)  
· There is some uncertainty around the settlement of conference accounts and documents are currently moving between the auditor and the conference organisers. Expects to have clarity soon.  


	Updated financial report when all necessary information becomes available
	Rosie & Jennifer



	4. 
	2010 Conference Update (Laraine Goldman)

4.1 Theme: Redefining ESL for the 21st Century  

· Thanks to everyone who has provided input. Particular thanks to Misty, Jenny Miller and Debra for their ideas. I also contacted everyone I could think of for input and there was a great deal of commonality around where we are now and where we go next. We also really wanted a theme that would strike a chord with all sectors and this will do that.
· Ahmar noted that the 2010 TESOL convention has decided on a similar theme for similar reasons i.e Re-imagining TESOL.
4.2 Conference committee
· Conference planning committee has been convened: Laraine (Chair), 2 TESOL academics from QUT and a representative of QATESOL who works in Catholic Ed. Still hoping to recruit an international member. Will also draw on expertise around the country as needed.
4.3 Conference organiser and venue
· Looking to quickly appoint a conference organiser. A Gold Coast company looks very promising and we are waiting on independent feedback from prior clients before proceeding. We are also looking at venues and are very close to making a decision.  
4.4 Conference website
· Believe that the website will be built and organized by the conference organizer however it would be important to have a link from the ACTA website ASAP.  
4.5 Seeding money for postage, phone calls, printing etc
· Can ACTA immediately help with this or will we ask QATESOL to make a small loan that will be repaid by ACTA?  
4.6 Input from ACTA council
· Rosie asked that Laraine email everyone with a list of the key things she would like input into
4.7 Conference postcards for distribution in Denver

·  300 conference notification cards have been printed and will be posted to Misty ASAP so that she can take them to Denver. Laraine will post them to Misty so that they arrive in Canberra ahead of March 24.

	2010 conference information up on ACTA website with link to conference organiser’s site once developed 

Discussion to continue by email

Email council with list of key items that require input 
	Sophia in discussion with Laraine

Rosie, Jennifer, Laraine

Laraine

	5. 
	TESOL in Context (Jenny Miller)
5.1 June 2009 edition 
· 1 article out for review – 2 approved
· Congratulations on new look

· Jenny asked that we contact anyone who might have something almost ready for publication and ask them to consider sending it to TiC ASAP. A June publication date means that submissions must be received by then end of March to allow time for the review process.    
· Misty mentioned that she had received an email version of Michael Michell’s paper based on his UNSW symposium presentation. This might be suitable for TiC. She will send it to Jenny Miller and copy in Michael.  
· Discussion around the fact that as the journal is fighting for its status it is very important that articles present arguments that are embedded in the literature, have a critical edge and contribute to knowledge in the field.

· Kate suggested that it is possible that we might have to really look at establishing an additional forum for publication so that we don’t completely lose articles that would be of great interest to teachers. Others suggested that these articles can be picked up by state journals. Rosie noted that there have been requests for state newsletter editors to have access to a pool of articles gathered on the ACTA website. This would be in addition to the international site that has been established.     

5.2 Re- publishing existing papers 
· Jenny asked about the possibility of selecting some of the papers from Kate’s special edition which will be on-line access only and print them in TiC?
· Kate expressed concern over how selection might appear to be inequitable when the articles have already been through a review process. Jenny agreed that this is a valid concern.
· Rosie again raised the possibility of publishing papers from the one day TESOL symposium in Alice Springs. 
· Sophia noted that as Executive Officer, she has received emails from people who believed that their registration fee gave them exclusive access to papers and publication in TiC might therefore be problematic. Kate stated that delegates were told that a CD of referred proceedings would be available. The special edition will be ready to upload by the end of March and the CD will then be possible.  Members will be able to access the papers via a secure site on the ACTA website. Some discussion then followed around delegates and members who were not delegates. Kate emphasised that this distinction needs to be thoroughly considered when planning access to future conference proceedings.  
5.3 Special Editions including conference proceedings (Kate Cadman)

· Important to develop the website architecture to support the publication of referred and non-referred proceedings ahead of the 2010 conference. There have been delays in getting the non-refereed papers onto the website following the 2008 conference.

· A good model is the QPR website – it is very highly regarded 

· Rosie – thanks to the team who have worked so hard on the Special Edition.

	Misty to send Michael Michell’s UNSW paper to Jenny Miller – copy Michael.

Serious consideration of collating less academic articles onto  a site within the ACTA website so that newsletter editors can draw on them for state newsletters
Discussion to continue by email
	Misty

Sophia, Kate, Rosie? 
Kate, Laraine, Sophia, Rosie

	6. 
	ACTA Website Update (Sophia)

· Currently constructing conference site and loading special edition articles 
· If you see anything that is not accurate, please let Sophia know
· Site receives quite a few hits – queries, regular memberships
	
	

	7.
	Setting Priorities for 2009 (Rosie)

1. National Curriculum
2. Bilingual Education

3. Contribution to consultation around the development of a Human Rights Act for Australia – Adriano is currently the contact person – deadline for submissions is June 15

4. Other issues as they arise 
	Adriano to email ACTA council with dates of Human Rights Act meetings + any relevant info.
	Adriano

	8.
	Dates for next  teleconference (Rosie) 

11th June 
	
	

	9.
	All other business 

9.1 Proof of voluntary/PD hours for ACTA Councillors (Sophia)

· Sophia is able to organise tickets of attendance and /or proof of membership on ACTA Council for those who need it 


	Contact Sophia if this applies to you
	All
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