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English Language educators concerned over lack of consultation for new citizenship test 
The Australian Council of TESOL Associations (ACTA) is concerned that the government’s decision to launch a new citizenship test has been rushed through without community consultation or advice from English Language experts.

The Government has provided no evidence that the current citizenship test which involves an English language interview covering questions on Australia’s laws, responsibilities, governance and history is ineffective. ACTA believes the proposed computer-based written test will unfairly discriminate against certain migrant groups. It notes the following deficiencies in the proposed test  and its accompanying resource booklet:

· There has been no community consultation regarding the content of the resource booklet and test, nor consultation with educators who have English as a Second Language (ESL) expertise to ensure the language demands of the test are reasonable. As a result the resource booklet is extremely lengthy and written in language that is unnecessarily complex for early learners of English.  This text demands much more than a functional use of English, which has been the stated purpose of the test.

· The resource book is published in English only, however a deep understanding of abstract concepts such as values is more easily understood in a person’s mother tongue.  Moreover, it defies the government’s claim to inclusivity, if only those with advanced language skills or the money to pay for sufficient tutelage can reasonably expect to pass.
· Much of the information included in this booklet is of a higher level than that taught currently in junior secondary schools around the country.   It seems illogical to expect those with different cultures who do not have the benefit of years of immersion or language acquisition to remember and recall information which Australian born citizens themselves are unable to demonstrate, both on paper and in society.

· Citizenship cannot be measured through a multiple choice question test, which can conceivably be passed through memory recall and prior coaching. This provides no indication that the examinee has subscribed to the values detailed within the test nor retained the factual information learned for anytime beyond the test.  Indeed it cannot even be said to provide an accurate test of the candidate’s English language ability.

· While countries such as USA and Britain have a similar test  this clearly has not resulted in a higher rate of peaceful integration of immigrants to these countries.

· Australia has long benefited from immigrants, many of whom were not able to pass a test in English, to advance her society, and today after many years of contribution to Australia would struggle to meet the language demands of this test.  These same migrants have not been shown to lack patriotism or to disrespect values seen to be ‘Australian’.

· The majority of those wishing to take such a test will be refugee and humanitarian entrants many of whom have backgrounds of disrupted or no schooling, torture or trauma. As such they will take considerably longer to prepare for a test. Yet, these are the very people who would be likely to commit wholeheartedly to their new country and its ideals.

· The proposed test is in written form only which will be harder for candidates than the current practice of an oral interview, where speakers may rely upon gesture and there are opportunities to ask for clarification to assist them in conveying their understanding.

ACTA strenuously advises that the resource booklet be redeveloped in conjunction with respected representatives from the Indigenous community and ESL experts. 
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�Simplify and change to affirmative I,e, they do ...
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